Power of We Consortium
Community Data Committee

Minutes – October 3, 2011

Present: Sharon Granger (CAUW), Graham Pierce (MSU-UOE), Randy Bell (MSUE), Ken Sperber (Great Start Collaborative), John Melcher (MSU-CCED), Richard Coelho (CEI-CMH), Doak Bloss (ICHD), Cassandre Larrieux (ICHD), Anne Barna (BEDHD), Peggy Roberts (PWC)

Data Committee chair John Melcher opened the meeting and introductions were completed.

Health Equity Indicator:
Doak Bloss was asked to open the discussion around the potential to highlight a Health Equity indicator. Doak was clear that expecting to develop an indicator for Health Equity held little possibility in the near future, given the work that has gone on around the country to develop an indicator but to no avail. There was agreement from the committee that Health Equity would no longer have a place holder as an indicator, but would receive another place on the website for a brief narrative. The issue of equity should, over time, be infused into all of the indicators as a factor. It was also agreed that this narrative would include some definitions (health disparity, health inequity) and would assume that the reader has little to no prior knowledge of these terms.
Doak suggested that there is a story to tell, one that shows how social justice plays a major role in affecting negative statistics, and that the story is not just in the numbers. It was suggested that the narrative be structured such that the data and the story builds in complexity, and readers can stay with it for as long as they are interested. It was further suggested that by using questions within the narrative we can stimulate thought without trying to provide all the answers. Links within the narrative can take readers to a deeper level of understanding if they choose to go there.

Other thoughts/comments included developing a Wikepedia article and being sure to try to address preconceived notions of readers.

Timeline: Doak will try to get a draft to Graham prior to the December 5th meeting. 
BRF &SC Data-informed Indicators:
Cassie informed the committee as to the status of the Health indicators. She is struggling to get any new data from the State’s Vital Records office regarding immunizations. All other indicators are about ready to be sent to Graham. It was agreed that Cassie would forward to Graham any indicators that were ready, as opposed to waiting until they were all ready to go.

Substance Abuse Indicators:

Anne provided handouts of the tri-county alcohol and tobacco data determined to be most important for the website. Extensive discussion occurred regarding format for the data charts/graphs, what questions to use in the narrative headings, how much text to include on the page verses linking to other pages/sites. It was agreed that while there may be benefit to eventually updating/changing the paragraph headings (“How well are we doing in the Capital Area?”,etc) we would keep them as is for now and get the info up on the website. Graham will work with these substance abuse data and send out a draft webpage for all to review before going live.
Next Data Committee meeting: December 5, 2011, 3:00 – 5:00.

