Power of We Consortium
Community Data Committee

Minutes – June 6, 2011
Present: John Melcher, Graham Pierce, Micki O’Neil, Susan Pigg, Ken Sperber, Peggy Roberts

Update from Indicator Work Groups:

1. Education Indicators: Meeting with Al Widner, Eaton County ISD Superintendent. 

· John and Peggy met with Al who is committed to working in partnership with other tri-county ISD Superintendents to come up with a recommendation, and data source, for key education indicators. 

· Micki offered that the National Career Readiness test may be pulled from the MME (Michigan Merit Exam) and would not be an available data source in the long-run. 

· School districts are “incentivized” to capture literacy at 3rd grade and college readiness as two indicators. Are also part of Governor’s dashboard. Might want to go with these indicators.

· Micki will work with her boss (Ingham ISD) and Al to keep momentum going.

Dashboard Conversation: 

· Since the Governor’s mandate that communities create dashboard indicators if they want prioritized funding, schools and municipalities are all looking at dashboard designs and indicators. 

· While many local communities are starting to create dashboards, there is value in creating a tri-county dashboard, including as many regional entities as possible, as well. “Michigan Report Card” is an online survey to get public input regarding what indicators are of most interest.

· June 13th – group of folks will go to Detroit to meet with Data Detroit to see how that works.

· TCRPC will take the lead to convene meeting of all interested tri-county entities by the end of June.


2. Substance Abuse Indicators: 

· Peggy and John met with Harriett Dean (Ingham County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition) who will work with her peers to make a recommendation on substance abuse indicators and data sources. Harriett will attend the August Data Committee meeting.

3. Health Inequity Indicator(s):

· Doak Bloss has agreed to re-write the Health Inequity indicator based upon current thinking and work being done in the tri-county area. Doak will attend the August Data Committee meeting.

4. Environment Indicators:

· Jim sent links, as requested, of various environmental data sources to Matt Penniman to request they be uploaded to the indicators page on the PWC website. 

· Each indicator will have 4-5 links with a subject overview, which will allow readers more in-depth information

· Discussion around whether we have the best environmental indicators, since each county tends to collect different information. Do we only use data that is collected by all three counties, or do we use the indicators that are the most useful, regardless of it having tri-county coverage?

· Indoor Air Quality – consider using Radon data, as it is tri-county

· Surface Water Quality – can update this indicator, as is, with newer data

· Groundwater – use nitrates as indicator, as it is available for tri-county? Why not use ecoli data, even though it’s not available tri-county?

· Outdoor Air quality – update the current indicator with current info.

· Land Use – Sue will ask her TCRPC staff to offer suggestions for best indicators

· Was general agreement that the best indicators should be used, even if tri-county data isn’t available.  Allow each county to post its own indicator based upon what they collect and believe is most useful for each county.


5. Homelessness Indicators:

· Peggy has requested Joan Jackson Johnson and her staff bring current HMIS data to August Data Committee meeting to lead discussion on best indicators for homelessness.

6. BRF & SC Data:

· Cassie, Anne and Rex – will be asked to update indicators requiring BRF & SC data, and to consider stratifying Health Related Quality of Life and Life Expectancy indicators by race/ethnicity/age – August meeting.
Next Community Data Committee meeting:  August 1st, 2011

