Power of We Consortium

Community Data Committee
February 7, 2011 – 3:00-5:00

Meeting Minutes

Present:  Peggy Roberts, John Melcher, John Schweitzer, Harriett Dean, Anne Barna, Cassandre Larrieux, Graham Pierce, Denise Dunn, Joel Hoepfner, Darla Dowker Jackson, Katherine Draper, Micki O’Neil, Jim Wilson, Randy Bell, Matt Penniman, Sharon Granger, and recording secretary Linda Yencich.

Welcome/introductions

Co-Chair John Melcher opened the meeting.

Announcements:  Cassie reported that she recently received costs for launching the next round of the BRFS project both with and without calls to cell phone-only users, which tend to be teens and young adults.  Cassie will have BRFS reports for both Ingham and Barry-Eaton and will send the reports to Peggy for distribution.  The “social capital” data will be separate.  

Anne Barna’s announced that Barry-Eaton has a workshop coming soon (flyer distributed at the meeting).  Ingham County and Ionia County will develop separate workshops.
Randy Bell shared a flyer regarding a one-day food conference which is coming up.
Discussion regarding Substance Abuse indicators and Indoor Air Quality (tobacco):  Group:  Anne Barna (B-E Health Dept), Harriett Dean (Ingham Substance Abuse Prevention), Joel Hoepfner (Mid-South Substance Abuse Commission)
The Data Committee brought together the above individuals to share their expertise regarding the current substance abuse and indoor air indicators, and to discuss data for posting on the website.

Joel (Mid-South) referred to Mid-South’s Strategic Planning 2010 – Ingham County Substance Abuse Outcome Evaluation Monitoring Tool.  Mid-South is the coordinating agency for 9 counties in the State.  The Strategic Plan was written around their priority indicators. Data can be compared between counties and across the State and is updated every 2 years. The report can be viewed on the website at www.mssac.com . 

Discussion centered around adding outcome data, such as alcohol injury or tobacco deaths.  There are consequences (car crashes, etc) that relate to the consumption patterns.  Figures 2, 5, 8, and 9 of the Strategic Plan are of most interest to this group as we try to show how health and well-being connect to consumption of alcohol and tobacco.  Parents need to understand the risks involved for their children and for themselves.

Harriett noted there is strong interest in marijuana use as it has surpassed tobacco as an issue with youth.  The BRFS will have 2 questions regarding marijuana.  Anne reported that the MiPHY cannot be broken out into race/ethnicity/gender in certain combinations – just individually.  

It was noted that Ingham County’s tobacco use monitoring and reporting rates have been very successful.  Jim Wilson shared that we now know that single cigarettes are being sold in addition to whole packs of cigarettes.  Tobacco control funding is being directed towards the local health departments and implementation of the smoke free law, while measuring compliance continues.  
Matt will begin to consider how to incorporate these data into the website to expand what has previously been provided:

· Alcohol-related traffic injuries

· Binge drinking
· Look at youth perceived risk

· Youth perceived parental attitudes.

We must be cognizant of creating a webpage that gets across the information without so much detail that it overwhelms the casual reader.
Discussion regarding Home Ownership and Homelessness indicators:  Group – Katherine Draper (GLHC), Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN), Matt Stevenson (HMIS), Maureen Moloney (CMH), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army)
Darla initiated this discussion by stating that homelessness appears to have decreased in 2009 and possibly also in 2010, however, more “couch homeless” have been noted. HMIS date for 2010 is not yet available.  Funding is geared towards homeless prevention and re-housing.  Foreclosure data has become important as it relates to homelessness.  People who are often disabled have not paid their taxes within a two year period and then lose their home, and this population needs to be tracked due to increasing numbers.  The data is available from the County Clerk’s office.  

The senior population is often having to sell their properties at a significant loss, often due to inability to pay property taxes.  Reverse mortgages are also having a negative impact on our senior citizens.  Low income families who utilize credit cards as their income sources are subsequently unable to obtain mortgages due to their poor credit records.  Ingham County has noted a decrease in the chronically homeless, which is a population much more expensive to manage.  HUD is redefining ‘homelessness’ which will affect where funds go. HUD is now providing more support for permanent housing units, and neighborhood stabilizing money has been another positive.  The recent completion of an eighteen home complex on Pennsylvania has been an improvement, yet there is a need for support services to maintain this complex. 
Eaton County is able to provide a 5 year retrospective report, as it has the longest full-data system in the State, but it will cover just Eaton County. County Assessor offices can provide data on tax foreclosure numbers.

It was suggested that the indicators of home ownership and homelessness rightfully should be connected to the poverty indicators.  
Both groups of guests for today’s discussions were asked to be ad hoc members of the Community Data Committee to provide expertise and information as needed.
Identify action prior to next meeting, and agenda items for February meeting

For the next meeting (April 4th), Jim Wilson will facilitate discussion regarding the environmental indicators. Health indicators will also be targeted.  Randy Bell suggested food system security be covered also.                   
Next Meeting Dates:  April 4, 2011 @ CCED
